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Lut Desert, the first Iranian Natural Phenomenon Inscribed On The World Heritage Sites List

Location of Lut desert’s attractions and centers Location of Rig-e Yalan and Lut desert center

between Nehbandan —Shahdad (Kerman province) between Nehbandan-Nosrat abad
(sistanoBaluchestan province)

Distance to location
Nehbandan (km) - -
) Nehbandan Distance to location
‘ _ Nehbandan (km)
10 Martian mountains ) Nehbandan
85 Dehsaln'l cen‘.[er/Lut 'desert 70 Heydar abad village
180 Lut 1mag19ary city 115 Rig-¢ Yalan
220 Shur river NosratAbad center/
225 Egg shape kalut 365 Lut desert
240 Kaluts of Lut desert | p
245 Gandom Beryan y .I * )
265 Shafi Abad center/Lut desert .'L )f ’ "’I‘
275 Dehseyf camp i e
280 Nebkhas ﬁ{
290 Shahdad _ _ :
1 Wi x " E :' | L] ||1 .I|J1 - |
B Lut Desert : '1 Saneruneé ‘ # L y J 4
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Lut Desert, the first Iranian Natural Phenomenon Inscribed On The World Heritage Sites List

Lut desert’s management

ue to specific geographical and
historical features of Lut desert,
paying more attention to management,
conservation and monitoring measures are
so essential that meanwhile the registration

of Lut desert as a world heritage site to - < —— Wuidesenisfworldnatural heritageRite
stabilize and protect the area is so important. s _

Forthispurpose, Lutdesert’sheadquarterof
the world database in Golestan Palace
Museum (Tehran), world databases of
provinces in Dehsalm village (south
khorasan province), Shafi Abad village
(Kerman province), Nosrat abad city
(SistanoBaluchestan province) and local —_—
base in fahraj city (kerman province) are »En

established. Sand/Dunes ; : = " 4 ,_ . r d Ma Wlwg)y =0l bl Sl ok

0] | o J == Lutidesert’s worldnatural’heritage'site
Lut Desert i I Dehsal illage
s llage ehsalm Vl__a_z_ge.
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Lut Desert, the first Iranian Natural Phenomenon Inscribed On The World Heritage Sites List

Lut Desert, the first Iranian Natural Phenomenon Inscribed On The World Heritage Sites List

he feature of this village is its palm grove

which along sands of desert has created
very beautiful landscape. Diversity of dates
in this village leaded to the agricultural
boom and consequently economic boom.
Dehsalam palm grove ith palms are as old as
200 years has been inscribed to Iran national-
natural heritage list as well.
Different date fruit types in this village are
Khare Khosh, Porku, Karute, Zahedi, Qasr,
Kabkab, Alo, Khodroo, Golavi and etc. In
past in the corner of palm grove and in old
texture of village there were an old castle
called Doost Mohammad khan castle. In
addition to this castle, three other old castles
called Shure-gaz¢ Bakr-abad and Deh-shib
were situated close to Dehsalm.

n Lut Desert |

(Palm Gfove

griculture and gardening are the

main occupation of the village
inhabitants. The existence of aqueduct
and water sources have caused a
remarkable boom in agriculture in
Dehsalm so that apart from date fruit,
wheat, barleycorn as well as cotton are
other products which are produced in this
village.in addition to agriculture, animal
husbandry and camel breeding are also
other part of rural livelihood.
This village is so important in various
regional, national, biological, tourism,
global and international aspects.




Lut Desert, the first Iranian Natural Phenomenon Inscribed On The World Heritage Sites List

here has been a significant growth in handicrafts because of tourists arrival to Dehsalm village. carpet
weaving, rug weaving, cloth weaving, mat weaving and types of traditional embroidery are the most
principal crafts activities in this village.

Mat Weaving

B Lut Desert | ' mij ..:'_
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Lut Desert, the first Iranian Natural Phenomenon Inscribed On The World Heritage Sites List

Dehsalm village

ehsalm village is located 28skm of Birjand and sskm southwest of Nehbandan. There is a 3skm distance

from the village to Rig-e Yalan. Dehsalm is the most important village on the ancient way of Shahdad
(khabis) towards Nehbandan (Neh). This route,before Islam about a century ago, possessed great commercial
importance and until camel caravans moved required merchandises, this road was one of the most important
trade routes between Kerman,Khorasan and Mokran.Estakhri, Ibn howqal and Al-muqaddasi, Among old
geographers, have pointed to this route and tourists of recent centuries like Britain Galindo, German Zailer,
Austrian Gabriel and Stratit sauer have travelled this route.
In documents and historical memory of people, different quotes have been recorded about the appellation of
Dehsalm village. Some of the villagers believe that at first two brothers called Salm and tour have come here
and current Dehsalm was build up by salm.

n Lut Desert

Dehsalmivillagefasis



Lut Desert, the first Iranian Natural Phenomenon Inscribed On The World Heritage Sites List

Vegetation and animal
coverage of Lut desert

In some regions of this desert,
valuable animal species like
sand cat and sand fox, various
types of reptiles like horned
viper, solar tarantula, types
of agama,gecko and certain
species of birds such as pleske’s
ground jay as only endemic
bird of Iran can be seen. Also,
valuable vegetation coverage
of Lut desert includes Tagh,
Gaz, Ghich,Eskanbil, Shurgaz,
Siahshur, Armak,Sabat, Eshnan
ant etc.

B Lut Desert
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Lut Desert, the first Iranian Natural Phenomenon Inscribed On The World Heritage Sites List

World criteria of Lut desert

Lut desert is an outstanding example of expansion stages ,' Iy

of earth over time, the development of ground surface "-'!n, ! !’J -
roughnesses and important geological features and natural L
geography.

This desert possesses paradigms of high levels of natural
phenomena which has aesthetic,natural and unrivalled

importance: i & BT
-The highest sand dunes of the world with more than 475 meters —— ¥

high are situated in Rig-e Yalan I BRIl
-The highest kalutes throughout the world with more than 1ss : | - T ]

meters high exist in this desert.

Ve

-There are the longest kalutes more than 4okm in length in this

d T -__I? =
esert. - 2 "

-The nebkhas at western edge of Lut and along kaluts about 12 | Wy,

! i
meters high are considered as the highest vase-like shapes of F R ) ltl XY M e
desert in the world. o @Q—'-{b(gb o

-The hottest spot on Earth (thermal pole)with more than 70 ¢ N CSIRRIC b
p ( pole) __‘_&ﬁﬁl RigzeaYallanis

i i . e - R L g e L 3 "
have situated in the southwest of Rig-e Yalan. Tl = L M e R
e L ML L -
R NiEHiSIDeer Sfodel 0 Dol cpddeso
fEe g g — : = 45 ] ._l_ '._..'.-\.
P, 4w e = —
= = =
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Lut, Iran’s universal desert

Lut desert has many salient features that
are unique throughout the world. The
placement of this region in an extremely
dry situation, wind blowing strongly,
availability of deposition of sediments in
lake to develop kaluts and the presence
of fine grained sediments have provided
suitable conditions to create and evolve
particular geological effects in Lut desert.
Specific geomorphological phenomena
(different forms of the structure of earth)
formed in Lut desert over thousands of
years has attracted many scientists and
tourists.

B Lut Desert

o complete collection with features of

Lut desert has not yet been registered
nowhere else in the world. Kaluts’ area is
barren and devoid of vegetation. Evidence
shows that there is a minimum level of
animal life in this region. Almost most of
sand compaction morphs in Rig-e Yalan
like Barkhan can be seen in waveforms
(ripple mark), infundibular sand dunes and
star shape and etc. so, it can be said that Lut
desert has a number of ideal features that
made it unique in the world.

Lut Desert, the first Iranian Natural Phenomenon Inscribed On The World Heritage Sites List Lut Desert, the first Iranian Natural Phenomenon Inscribed On The World Heritage Sites List

Lut Desert




Lut Desert, the first Iranian Natural Phenomenon Inscribed On The World Heritage Sites List
|

Lut desert’s historical and archeological landscape

From the forth millennium BC, traces of human habitationwas found in the foothills overlooking the Lut desert.
“Shahdad” is the largest population area and historical settlement in Dasht-e lut situated in 87zkilometers of
northeast Kerman city and has global reputation. In the past centuries,when this city was known under the name
of “khabis”, this region of desert was a trade route and as a part of silk road had a special place and it connected
the ports of Persian gulf with central Asian regions and also linked remote areas in East and West. In addition to
geographical location, this area was known , as in the past, for products such as date fruit,citrus,cereals and henna.
Currently, Shahdad has important role in linking north with south od Iranian plateau. some researchers identified
the remains of a historic road that turns south toward Bam and north toward Birjand. This road at the western edge
of Lut desert, has increased its geographical significance.

Historical and cultural landscape of desert, alongside natural attraction, has created unparalleled and unique beauty.

B LutDesert Bronze Flag/of: shahdad —= M.:."a‘.a‘ RO éﬂ
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Lut Desert, the first Iranian Natural Phenomenon Inscribed On The World Heritage Sites List

Lut desert, Iran’s amazing global
and natural phenomenon

t 40" session of the UNESCO world

heritage committee on july 17,2016, Lut
desert, as the first natural phenomenon of Iran,
was inscribed to the UNESCO world heritage
sites list. Diverse geographical terms such as
desert and kavir ( lowland) have been attributed
to this vast natural phenomenon .Desert is an
ecological and climatic term and refers to the
place with low vegetation and animal coverage
and rainfall levels but Kavir (lowland) can be
described as the lowest internal parts of arid
lands where the salt level is too high. Therefore,
desert is a more comprehensive term to describe
this phenomenon.

n Lut Desert

Location and geographical
features of Lut desert

Lut desert is located in  south-
east of Iran, in the east of central
mountains and Zagros mountains and
spans three provinces: south Khorasan,
sistanoBaluchestan and kerman provinces.
Area of the desert is about 23,000 square
kilometers and protected area is about 18,000
square kilometers which includes Rig-e Yalan
(sand dunes), Kaluts (yardangs),Nebkhas,
shur river bed, Gandom Beryan, Hamada
(Desert pavement) and... that among them
kaluts ,east of lut desert, and Rig-e Yalan west
of the desert, with amazing landscape flaunt
themselves.

Lut Desert, the first Iranian Natural Phenomenon Inscribed On The World Heritage Sites List

Lut Desert




Excerpts of the remarks of the Supreme Leader of Iran’s
Islamic Revolution about the cultural heritage

e need to hope, to craze to Work, to Confidence,
Wto reduce our reliance on foreigners¢ their culture
their behavior, and their intellectual and cultural circulars.

We need to boil from within: to extract the treasures Which

are in our cultural heritage.




In the Name of God
the Compassionate the Mercifull



Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and tourism organiza
south Khorasan province i
Lut desert’s world natural herita m
Nehbandan City - Dehsalm Village

Lut Desert

Lut Desert, the first Iranian natural phenomenon inscribed on the world
heritage sites list
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