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Chico Thursday Night Market Chico, CA (April to September). Street festival X I Tt i | expansive meadows. The wetlands and landscapes of this protected
and certified farmers’ market featuring farm-fresh organic produce, local [ ajrecrn\gnetelV ictoTianie i eloTEES S area support habitat critical to many rare plant and animal species.
artwork, handmade crafts, special children’s activities, and music. With good reason, Desolation Wilderness attracts seekers of back-
Bishop Mule Days Celebration Bishop, CA (week before Memorial Day). More 121° country solitude, scientific study, and primitive recreation.
than 180 events featuring over 700 mules plus exhibitors, a concert, and
parade. Determined to prove “anything a horse can do a mule can do better’—
events include English jumping, team roping and penning, chariot racing, and D CER AT o
the Packer’s Scramble. CHARLES PHILLIPS / STONECREEKGALLERY.COM
John Muir Route Celebration Mariposa County, CA (first Saturday in June). b

Celebrating the anniversary of the dedication of the 14-mile John Muir Historic
Route, the family-friendly events include nature hikes along the footsteps of
John Muir, eco-friendly activities, readings, bike tours, horseback rides, and arts
and crafts.

Mono Basin Bird Chautauqua Mono Lake, CA (June). Three-day birding festival
with a wide variety of field trips, workshops, and presentations led by profes-
sional photographers, naturalists, and scientists.

Highway 50 Association Wagon Train Placerville, CA (June). For more than 60
years, caravans of men, women, and children have taken the six-day, 90-mile
organized ride from Lake Tahoe to Placerville (Old Hangtown) to experience life
during the California gold rush.

Groveland Quilt Stroll Groveland, CA (June, on odd-numbered years). Quilters
from all over the Mother Lode bring their quilts to display and sell, and to
exchange stories and techniques. Artisan demos, food, and fun for the kids.

Mid-Sierra Loggers Jamboree North Fork, CA (first weekend in July). For more
than 50 years this once busy logging town has hosted professional and ama-
teur competitions such as double-hand bucking, ax throwing, log rolling, and
hot power sawing.

June Lake Triathlon June Lake, CA (weekend after July 4th). A fundraiser for
Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra, this event features Olympic, sprint, and kid’s
mini-triathlon distances in addition to courses for challenged athletes.

Lake Tahoe Shakespeare Festival Lake Tahoe, NV (July-August). Shakespeare
performed on the beach surrounded by crystalline blue water, majestic peaks,
and alpenglow sunsets. Amenities include beach chairs, sand areas for blanket
seating, and on-site dining with pre-show cocktails.

he Sierra Nevada has long been a place of

drama and aspiration. For centuries, the

rugged landscape provided sustenance for
the region’s Native Americans and mountain com-
munities. In the 19th century, however, lives were
changed forever by fortune seekers arriving from

Indian Falr Days & Pow Wow Narih Fork, CA (first weekend In August). Longest INDIAN GRINDING ROCK around the world in search of gold. The evolution

running festival of traditional arts in the western Sierra Nevada. Native Ameri- STATE HISTORIC PARK s A

can food, games, dance demonstrations, arts and crafts, pageant, and raffle. Upon the 173-foot slab of marbleized limestone Contlnued 1n the early 20th Century as fal‘mel’s

Downieville Classic Downieville, CA (August). Features a 29-mile cross-country hi K the Miwok \ . .

Igike r:_(l:le that ftol_lovl\;_ska ruggeg g(t)_ld-:usht-erta route e:ryd ? Zhallengirng 17_-n;i|e § :z;r:,ss pae:]rd c:theer ;v;lgdsr);oa;:l;;r;(;ﬁglir?gss from Japan and Europe discovered how well fruit
ownhill mountain bike race. Festival entertainment includes river jumping an mortar holes visible today. Encounter Miwok . q q .

:oi)t(ie—(:JIOSS (t:hameion'\;hi:s,hmuzi:(sLtrzet fla)air, and ziked;exgo. . culture amids‘t"trIIe recongtructeclij villagel,v\vrvhich greW in the Slerra SOll, and established orchards.
nter-Mountain Fair McArthur, abor Day weekend). Since , an includes bark houses and a ceremonial round-

“old_-fashioned ceu_ntry _fair" with arts a_nd crefts, tractor ;_)ull, carnival, parade, house. The Chaw’se Regional Indian Museum Later’ WOl"l.d War ll Veterans fOUHFled some Of the

roping and bull riding, livestock championships and auction, horse show, and presents artifacts such as b.a§ketry' arrow Poi"ts' Country’s fl rst Skl resorts. Ever since then’ entre-

exhibits. and tools, and the many religious ceremonies

Virginia City International Camel Races Virginia City, NV (September). held by local Native Americans throughout the preneurs, nature lOVGI’S, al’ld eXplOI'eI'S have made

Fun-filled event featuring untrained camels mounted by novice riders, year bring this culture to life. 0 q .

interspersed with ostrich races and the occasional zebra race. Specialty acts, lastlng Impressions on the range.

food, and a camel parade. O M q S e h b k on d

Rails to Trails Festival Susanville, CA (October). Family event celebrating the n ain treet or in t € bac COUHtl'y, lt 1S easy

Rails to Trails conversion of the Bizz Johnson Trail. Music, chili cook-offs, hand- i

car races and rides, caboose tours, and children’s activities. tO meet the people Of the Slerra’ Whether they play
Mountain Mandarin Festival Auburn, CA (weekend before Thanksgiving). pianO at a hiStOYiC hOtel or lead tours through lime—
Mandarin orange recipe cooking contest, professional chef demonstrations, q q

arts and crafts, music and dance, local vendors, and free children’s activities. stone caverns. Some sell Vlntage bottles in the town

” of Murphys or hold traditional powwows on the
See more events and volunteer opportunities on . " 1
www.SierraNevadaGeotourism.org. Modoc Plateau; others build hiking and mountain

biking trails around Lake Tahoe, enjoy regional

cuisine in a Sierra Valley barn, or strum the standup

bass in Three Rivers.

A community’s livelihood is often born of the
land. In the western foothills, a farming family
grows persimmons on a parcel their immigrant
grandfather scrimped to buy a century ago. Eve
autumn the family hand-massages and dries the
orange-colored fruit in order to make the traditi

Japanese delicacy called hoshigaki. In the central
and southern foothills, vintners grow wine grapes
on old cattle ranch lands. In the town of Springyville,
ranchers protect historical sites, host green wed-
dings, and promote outdoor education exercises

that expand the mind.

Caretakers, curators, and sometimes curiosities

themselves—Sierra Nevada residents welcome
visitors to share in the future of the remarkable
“Range of Light.”

—Laura Read, author, Tahoe City,
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Connect and Engage

Six photography students are up before dawn, their tripods BODIEISTATE HISTORIC FAflK
planted firmly in the Sierra dirt, their lenses trained on an array
of peaks and ridges they cannot yet see. Their teacher explains
that with the earliest slip of light, the sky will flush indigo blue
and the still-black mountains will sharpen in relief. As every
second passes, the sun’s illumination will change, and so will
the students’ perceptions.

The Sierra reveals much to people who actively engage with its
landscape and traditions. Some activities honor craft and tech-
nology, such as basket weaving taught by a Yosemite Miwok, or
gold panning demonstrated by a northern foothills miner. Others,
including naturalist-guided walks and interpretive center events,
reveal natural wonders, such as how a red snow plant bursts
through hard soil into sunshine in spring, or how every October, e
kokanee salmon squirm upstream to lay eggs. BODIE STATE HISTORIC PARK

From birding festivals at Kern River Valley to river restoration Tales of saloons, gunfights, and lawlessness bring to life the heyday
programs such as the annual Great Sierra River Cleanup, group ot ATyl s gLt atadaned sirests and ko

gatherings reflect the diversity of the Sierra’s inhabitants. One homes, the school, and other buildings where time-worn furnishings

annual event commemorates America’s first dovynHilI ski races and interiors remain as they were when the last resident left.
~organized by gold miners, another challenges the indomitable

skills of loggers, while other fairs celebrate animats, including

mules in Bishop, jumping frogs in Calaveras, and:.camels in

Virginia City, Nevada. Participants not only make hew friends,

but also discover new worlds -
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