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Whitefish Boat Access Whitefish Boat Access 
County ParkCounty Park

The Lodge MarinaThe Lodge Marina

City BeachCity Beach

Whitefish Lake  Whitefish Lake 
State ParkState Park
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Hwy 40 Bridge
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Paddle Craft Rentals

These businesses offer rentals of human-powered 
watercraft. Reservations are recommended. 

Black Tie Ski & Bike Rentals 1

blacktiebikes.com/whitefish
903 Wisconsin Ave., Ste. C • 406-730-2772

Montana Boarders 
montanaboarders.com
Delivery, By Appointment • 406-360-8698

Sportsman & Ski House 2

sportsmanskihaus.com
6475 Hwy. 93 S. • 406-862-3111

The Lodge Marina 3

lodgeatwhitefishlake.com/marina
1380 Wisconsin Ave. • 406-890-0073

Tour Glacier 4

tourglacier.com
Whitefish Lake State Park, 1615 W Lakeshore Dr.
406-709-2124

Whitefish Outfitters 5

whitefishoutfitters.com/rentals
70 Lakeside Blvd. & 541 Spokane Ave.
406-212-0080

Paddler Code

• Leave no trace.
• Pack it in. Pack it out.
• Be aware of and remove found trash.
• Use restrooms or bring your own waste disposal.
• Respect the neighbors.
• Share the water. Be considerate of other boaters.
• Do not trespass on private property or private docks.
• Park in designated areas only.
• Let nature’s sites and sounds prevail.

Emergency? Dial 911
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Whitefish River is approximately 25 miles long, 

flowing into the Stillwater River. The northern-most 

portion, within Whitefish (shown on this map),  

is just 6.1 miles in length.
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Whitefish Lake is 5.8 miles long
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Whitefish River 6.1 miles from lake outlet to Hwy. 40 Bridge

City Beach 

Skye Park 0.1 L

Ted Kusomoto Park 0.5 L

Roundhouse Landing 0.6 L

Kay Beller Park 0.8 L

Riverside Park 1.1 L

Baker Park 1.2 L

Canoe Park* 1.7 L

River Trail Park* 1.8 L

River’s Edge Park 2.2 R

Riverwood Park 2.8 R

Wartnow Landing 3.0 R

River Lakes Park* 3.1 R

Hwy. 40 Bridge 6.1 R

Whitefish Lake 5.8 direct miles from Lazy Bay to City Beach**

Lazy Bay County Park

Eagle Point County Park*

Les Mason State Park

Whitefish Lake State Park

Whitefish Boat Access Park

City Beach

M
otorized-Launch / Put-In, Take-Out

River M
iles from

 Lake Outlet +
 

Located River Left (L) or River Right (R)

Hand-Launch / Put-In, Take-Out

Rentals

Public Dock

Restroom
s

Picnic Area

Parking

Access Sites & Amenities

* Undeveloped park* Undeveloped park

** 7 miles along the western ** 7 miles along the western 
shoreline, 8 miles along the shoreline, 8 miles along the 
eastern shoreline eastern shoreline 

Note: accessibility status  Note: accessibility status  
of sites is unverified. Contact of sites is unverified. Contact 
the managing entity for more the managing entity for more 
information. information. 

Safety

Be prepared and paddle safely. Montana and federal 
laws require safety equipment on all watercraft, 
including stand-up paddleboards.

Learn more about Montana boating laws: 
fwp.mt.gov/activities/boating/rules-regulations

Life Jacket
Paddlers must have one wearable, U.S. Coast Guard-
approved life jacket—also known as a personal 
flotation device, or PFD—on board the watercraft for 
each person. It must be in good condition and readily 
accessible. Wearing a PFD at all times is the single most 
effective way to prevent drowning. Children age 12 or 
younger must wear a PFD at all times while the boat or 
board is underway. 

Nighttime Light 
Paddlers on the water between sunset and sunrise 
are required to carry a flashlight or lighted lantern 
on manually propelled watercraft to help prevent 
collisions. 

Sound Device
While not required for vessels under 16 feet, paddlers 
are encouraged to carry to carry a whistle or horn.

No Alcohol or Drug Use
It is unlawful to operate or be in actual physical control 
of a motorboat, personal watercraft, sailboat, water 
skis, surfboard, or similar device while under the 
influence of alcohol or drugs.  

Paddle Smart
• Paddle within your ability.
• Check the weather and water conditions before

launching.
• Wear appropriate clothing and gear for the

conditions.
• Plan ahead and share your itinerary.

Aquatic Invasive Species  

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) are non-native plants, 
animals, and pathogens that harm watercraft, fisheries, 
drinking water supplies, and the environment. The 
following AIS prevention measures are required. 

AIS Inspections 
All motorized and non-motorized watercraft must  
stop at every open Montana inspection station. 
Inspections are also required when entering the 
state, crossing the Continental Divide westbound, or 
entering the Flathead Basin (where Whitefish Lake and 
Whitefish River are located). Nearby Glacier National 
Park also requires an inspection and permit prior to 
launching.  

Whitefish Lake Requirements 
All watercraft must receive an AIS inspection before 
each entry into Whitefish Lake, including entry from 
the river or shoreline. Inspection stations are available 
at Whitefish City Beach and Whitefish Lake State Park, 
7:00 am – 10:00 pm June 1 – Aug. 15 and from  
7:00 am – 9:00 pm May 1–31 and Aug. 15 - Sept. 30. 

Whitefish AIS Self-Certification Program 
For manually propelled boats and boards, the Whitefish 
AIS Self-Certification Program permits watercraft 
displaying a five-year sticker to be launched by hand—
acquired after passing the short Non-Motorized Sticker 
Test. The program also offers AIS Self-Certification 
for Off-Season and Early Anglers. Learn more about 
Whitefish AIS Self-Certification here:   
cityofwhitefish.gov/AIS-certification

Non-Resident Pass Requirement 
All non-resident watercraft are required to obtain a Vessel 
AIS Prevention Pass and complete the required inspection 
before launching in Montana. Learn more here:  
fwp.mt.gov/conservation/aquatic-invasive-species/out-of-
state-watercraft#aispp

Clean. Drain. Dry. Every time.
It is your responsibility to clean, drain, and dry your 
watercraft after every visit to a body of water. 

Navigating the River & Lake

The best time to paddle is between Memorial Day and 
Labor Day. Paddling is permitted year-round, but 
paddlers must be prepared for cold water, changing 
weather, and other seasonal conditions. Check  
real-time lake temperatures at whitefishlake.org. Dress 
appropriately for the water temperature because 
hypothermia and cold-water shock are possible at any 
water temperature. AIS inspection requirements apply 
year-round.

The Whitefish River is slow-moving, dropping only 
about 30 feet over this six-mile stretch, so paddling both 
upstream and downstream is usually possible. High or 
low flows at the lake outlet may prevent paddlers from 
entering Whitefish Lake from the river. Under those 
conditions, carry your watercraft along the adjacent 
riverbank and avoid private property. Paddlers may also 
portage from Skye Park to City Beach using the nearby 
bike and pedestrian path.

During warmer months, expect motorboat traffic on the 
lake. When possible, stay near shore. When crossing 
the lake in a manually propelled watercraft, wear a PFD, 
remain highly visible, and stay alert. 

Float Times 

Float times vary throughout the season, sometimes 
taking several hours for a short distance. However,  
a light paddle from the lake outlet to Baker Park can 
take about 30 minutes in spring and 45 minutes in 
late summer. Paddling the entire 6-mile stretch at a 
leisurely pace takes approximately 2.5 hours in the 
spring and 3+ hours in the summer. Returning upriver 
will take slightly longer. 

Non-Motorized Zone 

The Whitefish River has a strict Non-Motorized Zone 
along the 3-mile stretch from the Whitefish Lake 
outlet downstream to the JP Road Bridge. In this stretch, 
only manually propelled or electric-powered watercraft 
are permitted. A no-wake restriction also applies for 
the 6-mile stretch from the Whitefish Lake outlet 
downstream to the Hwy. 40 Bridge. 

Culverts 

Use caution at the three side-by-side culverts beneath 
Hwy. 93, 1.5 miles downstream, just beyond Baker 
Park. Debris may block passage, so confirm a clear 
route before entering. Expect a slight drop and minor 
turbulence at the entrance.

Low water may prevent larger watercraft from passing. 
Once through the culverts, returning upstream is not 
possible. Portaging is prohibited because of the steep 
terrain and surrounding private property. Turn around 
before entering or continue to a downstream takeout.

Partners

The Whitefish Paddle Map is a project of Safe Trails 
Whitefish (an initiative of Outdoor Community Partners) 
and is made possible by the support of Western 
Montana’s Glacier Country, Whitefish Convention & 
Visitors Bureau, and Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks. A 
special thanks to the City of Whitefish, Whitefish Lake 
Institute, DREAM Adaptive, and Mike Fitzgerald for their 
contributions to this map. 
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