
Tennessee
Wilderness Road

The East Tennessee
Crossings Byway

Something for Everyone

World-class fishing, hiking,
whitewater rafting, Civil War history,
golf, camping, boating, museums,
country music, farm-fresh produce,
arts and crafts, historic downtowns
and great food and lodging.

Whether you need a quick getaway
from the city or a long leisurely
vacation, you can find it here.

A drive along our byway and our
backroads will take you through some
of the most beautiful country in the
United States.

Just as the early pioneers made new
lives in this region, people from all
over the world are discovering East
Tennessee as a wonderful place to
recreate, relocate or retire.

Welcome
to the East
Tennessee
Crossing
Byway

• Hike the trails of Cumberland Gap National Park and the
Pine Mountain Trail

• Bike or walk the trails in the towns of Cumberland Gap
and Harrogate, TN

• Rent a canoe and buy lunch to go from Heavy’s Canoe Rental
and BBQ in Harrogate

• Float the Clinch River
• Rent a boat from Hamblen County Marina on Cherokee Lake
• Hike in Pine Mountain State Resort Park in Pineville, KY
• Play golf
• Go fishing on any of our lakes and rivers
• Rent a canoe in Newport and follow the four trips in the

French Broad River Blueway Guide
• Whitewater raft the Pigeon River in Hartford
• Hike in the Great Smoky Mountains, Cherokee National

Forest or the Martha Sundquist State Forest

• Explore Cumberland Gap National Historic Park and walk
on the Wilderness Road through Cumberland Gap

• Visit Dr. Thomas Walker Historic Site in Pineville, KY
• Tour Virginia’s Wilderness Road State Park on US 58
• Explore the original path of Wilderness Road outside

of Bean Station along the shores of Cherokee Lake
• Visit the Big Springs Church, built in 1795, at the base

of Clinch Mountain
• Visit Crockett Tavern Museum, a replica of the boyhood

home of the frontiersman, in Morristown

• Middlesboro, KY – shops, museum, dining
• Cumberland Gap, TN – shops, dining, walks, hikes
• Rutledge – farming hamlet with shops, crafts and dining
• Sneedville – center for Melungeon culture, visit Kyle’s Ford
• Rogersville – restored 19th century downtown and shops
• Morristown – gifts, shopping, Historic District walking tours,

dining, coffee, lodging. theatre
• Dandridge – National Register District, shopping, dining,

walking
• White Pine – down home cooking at local cafes
• Newport – shopping, dining, National Register structures.

Catch one of the award-winning productions of the Newport
Theatre Guild

• Del Rio – historic mountain hamlet with Christy Story
and bluegrass joints

• Cosby – gateway to Great Smoky Mountains NP – dining,
lodging, shopping, outdoor walks

• Tour the Hensley Settlement within the Cumberland Gap
National Historic Park

• Attend live music or festivals along the byway including the
bluegrass festival at Ritter Farms in Grainger County, the
Jimmy Martin Bluegrass Festival in Sneedville

• Learn about Melungeon culture in Sneedville and attend their
annual festival

• Listen to gospel music in Morristown, home to some of the
region’s most prominent gospel groups

• Go to a horse show or other farming event at the Great Smoky
Mountains Expo Center outside of White Pine on 25E

• Attend the annual Ramp Festival in Cosby – taste the ramp,
a local wild onion that emerges in the spring.

• Learn about mountain history and culture at the Great Smoky
Mountains National Park.

• Attend the annual Christy Festival in Del Rio.

• Several major bass tournaments are hosted on our lakes
annually

• The tailwaters from the region’s lakes offer excellent fly
fishing, as do the upstream reaches of the Pigeon, French
Broad, Clinch and Powell Rivers

Some of the prominent species in our waters:
• Largemouth Bass - April through May
• Smallmouth Bass - March through May
• Crappie - Mid-April through May; October and November.
• White Bass - Late fall in the headwaters (river). They

move out in May and are taken in the lake fishing live bait
and jigging near submerged islands.

• Catfish - June, July, August off rocky banks.
• Bluegill (bream)

See local guides and brochures for marinas

• Hmmmmm…..fourteen beautiful courses or more than eight
straight days on the links.

See map for listings and locations

• Cumberland Gap National Historic Park reviews the battles
that traded this strategically important point between the
northern and southern armies

• Lincoln Memorial Museum – interpretation and artifacts
from Lincoln’s life and the Civil War

• Tazewell Civil War Driving tour visits area’s battle sites
• Bean Station Battle Site – walk to island that holds ramparts

from key regional battle
• Bridge to Bridge Civil War Tour – visit key sites and historic

structures of the Civil War

Getting Outdoors on the Crossing

Following in Pioneers’ Footsteps

Shopping, Relaxing & Dining

Mountain Heritage

World-class Lake & River Fishing

Golf Courses

Civil War History

East Tennessee
Crossing Byway

Morristownand
PantherCreekStatePark

Morristown,thelargestcommunityalongTheCrossing,offers
everythingfromgreatdining,lodging,historicdistricts,Civil
Warsites,theboyhoodhomeofDavyCrockett,theatre,music
andagreatbasefromwhichtoexploretheCrossing.Visit
PantherCreekStateParkontheshoresofCherokeeLake.

HistoricDandridge
Thetownmythstatesthatafterapleafromtownspeople,First
LadyEleanorRooseveltsteppedinandsavedthispicture-
perfecttownfromfloodingduringtheconstructionof
DouglasLake.Todayyou’llfindbeautifularchitecture,great
food,quaintlodging,goodshoppingandnicewalksallalong
thebanksofthelake.

Newport-
GatewaytoRiversandMountains

Newport,TN,thesouthernmostcityinourregion,liesatthe
baseofCherokeeNationalForestandGreatSmokyMountains
NationalPark.Horsebackriding,canoeing,bird-watching,
whitewaterrafting,hikinganddrivesthroughgorgeous
countryalllieinandaroundNewport.Ifyouareafanofthe
ChristyStory,besuretovisitDelRioonthewaytoHot
Springs,NorthCarolina.Whileyou’retherecatchsomelive
bluegrass.

GreatSmokyMountains
NationalPark

Thisisoneofthemostlovednationalparksinthecountryfor
goodreason:theunmatchedsceneryoftheGreatSmokies,
hundredsofmilesofdrivingandhikingtrailsincludingthe
famousAppalachianTrail,waterfalls,rangertoursandmore.

ClinchMountainOverlook
andBeanStation

ImaginebeingaCherokeewarriorheadednorthtothe
CumberlandGaptohuntorbeingapioneerfamilyheadedforthe
bluegrasslandsofKentucky.ClinchMountainwasyourbearing
pointasyoumovednorthward.Onatypicalday,youwillseefor
hundredsofmilesacrossfourstatesfromthismagnificent
overlook.Don’tmissthevinegarpieatthecaféorastopatthe
ClinchMountainWinery.Rentalittlecabinoverlookingthelakes
oftheCrossing.AtthebaseofthemountainliesBeanStation,
historictradingsettlement,CivilWarbattlesiteandamajor
destinationalongtheWildernessRoad.VisittheBeanStation
HistoricSiteonCherokeeLake.

Cherokee,NorrisandDouglasLakes
Thesehugelakes,createdbytheTennesseeValleyAuthorityinthe
1930sand1940s,offerboating,nationally-rankedangling,scenic
drives,swimmingandgreatlakesidehomesites.Drivearound
them;diveintothem;zoomacrossthesurfaceonapowerboat;
canoeorfloattheirfeederrivers.Thenhaveagreatdinneratone
ofthelakesideresorts.

RankinBottomsBirding
andNatureTrail

OutsideofNewport,youcanwindalongcountryroadsto
theRankinBottomsareaandseesomeofthebestbirdingin
thestate.RecentlydesignatedasanImportantBirdingArea
bytheAudubonSociety,RankinBottomsisabirdlovers
treatwithfewpeopleandgreatexperiences.Youcanalso
rentacanoeandexploretheFrenchBroadRiverrightinto
DouglasLake.Roundtriptime:1.5-4hours.

RoadtotheGreatSmokyMountains
NationalPark,US321

DrivetoCosbyfromNewport.Youwillfindmany,many
quaintgiftshops,antiques,restaurantsandcabinrental
businesses.EntertheparkoutsideofCosbyandexploreone
ofAmerica’sfavoritenationalparks.Roundtriptime:2-8
hoursdependingontimeinthenationalpark.

ChristyandDelRioTour,TN107
DrivesouthfromNewporton25EintotheCherokee
NationalForestandstepbackintimeatthehamletofDel
Rio,thelocationofthetruelifestoryofChristy,heroineof
theCatherineMarshallnovelandsubsequentTVseriesof
thesamename.Visitoriginalandrecreatedstructuresfrom
herlife.Ortakesomeoutdoortimeandhikeinthe
surroundingNationalForest.Roundtriptime:1.5-3hours.

HotSprings,NCResortTour,
US25E/US70

AttheendoftheTennesseeCrossingBywayisHotSprings,
NC.TheAppalachian
Trailrunsthroughthis
smallsprings-based
resorttown.Stroll
alongtheriver,eatat
theriversidecaféand
stayovernightina
localcabin.Thedrive
upintotheGreat
SmokyMountainsis
exceptionallybeautiful
atanytimeofyear.
Roundtriptime:2-5
hours.

AppalachiathoughttohavedescendedfromNativeAmericans,
Portugueseexplorers,African-AmericansandEuropean
colonialists.AlongthewaystopandexplorethevillageofKyle’s
FordandtheRiverPlaceMarket.Grababiteandplaysome
checkersinthequietofanEastTennesseevalley.Ifyouarejust
toorelaxed,stayovernightinoneofRiverPlace’scottages.
Roundtriptime:2-5hours.

GraingerCountyFarmlandsTour,TN
131,JoppaMountainRd.andUS11W

GraingerCountyisoneofthemostproductivefarmingareas
inthesoutheast–homeofthefamousGraingerCounty
tomatoes.Horses,cattle,greenhouses,alpacas,flowers,
vegetables,herbsandallsortsoffoodstuffsliewithinthis
valley.Stopatartists’shops,themostunusualandwell-known
isJoppaMountainPotteryonJoppaMountainRoad.Onceyou
areoverthemountain,youwillcometoPetticoat
Junction….yes,thatistherealname.Takeabreakonthefront
porchbeforeheadingofftoClinchMountainWineryasyou
loopbacktothebyway.Roundtriptime:1-3hours.

RogersvilleTour,US11W
Rogersvilleoffersaverywell-preserved19thcenturydowntown
withbricksidewalksandniceshops.Wellworththetrip.
Roundtriptime:1.5-3hours.

BridgetoBridgeCivilWarTour
toBullsGap,US11E

ThisroutefollowsthepathsofvariousUnionandConfederate
troopsandincludessignificantbuildingsandsiteswhere
eventsoccurred.Roundtriptime:2-4hours.

HistoricDandridgeTour,TN113,US
25WandTN92

BeginninginWhitePine,thisdrivewilltakeyouthrough
lovelycountrysidetothehistoricDandridge.TaketheHistoric

WalkingTourandvisitthemanyshopsandrestaurants.
ContinuedrivingalongTN92aroundDouglasLaketo
ChestnutHill,siteofBush’sBestBakedBeanFactory.
ThedriveendsinNewportwhereyoucandine,stayin
anicecountrysideinn,goforacanoeadventureortake
awhitewaterraftingexcursiondownthePigeonRiver.
Roundtriptime:2-5hours.

TWELVEGREATDRIVINGTOURS

FollowthepathsoftheCherokeeNation,Davy
Crockett,CivilWarbattles,crafts,quilts,farmfresh
produce,fishing,canoeing,andhistoricdowntowns.

Herearetwelvegreatexcursionsthat
willappealtothewholefamily.

SpeedwellTour,TN63
TravelscenicTN63fromHarrogatetoCoveLakeStatePark
andNorrisDamStatePark.Onyourwayback,visitthe
historicSpeedwellAcademy,whereCivilWargenerals
convened.Siplattesatlocalcoffeeshops.Listentocountry
music.Roundtriptime:1.5-3hoursormoredependinghow
longyoulingeratthestateparks.

WildernessRoadParkTour,US58
ThisroutewindsalongthebaseofthePineMountain
encampmentpastfarmsandendsatVirginia’sWilderness
RoadStatePark.Tourthevisitors’center,seethefilm,shop
abitandthenwanderthroughare-created18thcentury
wildernessfort.Chatwithafrontiersmanonthetour.If
you’refeelingenergetic,takethetrailupPineMountainand
hikebacktoCumberlandGapNationalHistoricPark.Round
triptime:1-3hours.

NorrisLakeTour,TN33
ThisdrivebeginsinTazewell.Besuretoseethehistoricold
townbythecourthouseandtheChamberofCommerce,
includingthevintagegasstationthatappearedinthemovie,
ThunderRoad.NearbyNewTazewellalso
featureslivemusicandliveradiobroadcasts
fromWTAZ98.3.ContinueondownTN33fora
gorgeousdrivethroughfarmcountryuntil
reachingtheshoreandmarinasofNorrisLake.
Rentaboat,grablunch,explorethecountryside
nearthelake.Roundtriptime:2-3hours.

OverhomeTour,
Sneedville,TN33

Go‘overhome’tothecenterof
MelungeoncultureinSneedville.
Melungeonsareanethnicgroupuniqueto

THETENSTARS

Tennot-to-missdestinationsalongourbyway

PineMountainStateResortPark
ThePineMountainStateResortParkinPineville,KYoffers
resortlodgingandawiderangeofrecreationactivities
includingtheaward-winning18-holeWasiotoWindsGolf
Course.Takeintheviewsofthemist-shroudedmountainsfrom
theresort’saffordablelodgewhileyouenjoysumptuousdining.

CumberlandGapNationalHistoric
ParkandhistoricCumberlandGap

Preservingtheheritageandlandscapesofthisfamous
mountainpass,theCumberlandGapNationalParkoffers
exceptionalhiking,rangertours,bicycling,cavetoursandan
award-winningfilmonthelifeofDanielBoone.Nestledat
theedgeoftheparkisCumberlandGap,TN…antiques,gifts,
downhomecookingatWebb’sCaféandhistoriclodging.

LincolnMemorialMuseum
Oneofthenation’stopLincolncollectionshasbeenamassed
onthebeautifulcampusofLincolnMemorialUniversity.The
University’sAbrahamLincolnLibrary&Museumoffersan
accessible,funreviewofthefamousPresident’slifeand
times.Takeastrollthroughthecampusandwalkorbicycle
alongthetrailsthatconnecttheUniversitywithCumberland
GapandtheNationalPark.

WildernessRoadStatePark
TakeascenicdrivealongHighway58,eastoftheNational
ParktoVirginia’sWildernessRoadStateParkatthebaseof
theimposingPineMountaincliffs.Thereyou’llfindafully
recreatedversionoftheMartin’sStationfortthatleadto
CumberlandGap,top-notchmovieonthehistoryofthe
WildernessRoadandaprofessionalvisitorscenter.
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Tennessee Wilderness Road ~ The East Tennessee Crossing Byway
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